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Well | started preparing for thisin August of last year. Irene's health was improving after her bout of cancer, which
was diagnosed the previous August. During her chemo things took a very bad downturn with her being in hospital
and on the danger list for 5 weeks prior to the event which made things hectic for me, with her only being discharged
the week before the event, this coupled with QM SI Allen being in Afghanistan and me drafting in two other PTI's at
short notice without really explaining to them the intricacies of the March, likeit is a pissup but we usually wait until
after the march finishes before we start downing large measures of Malt the minute we arrive resulted in last years
event being a tad more shambolic than we had ever experienced before! Needless to say we did as per usual manage
to struggle through with most of the cockups
being disguised and hidden behind the
scenes.

This year | am glad to
under control (I hope)
go wrong. The Admin
of me, Irene, Chris,
Neil 2, Joe, Dave 1,
and a Bdr and Gnr
recruiting office Clerk of
Kev Allen with his able
only have half of this
Staff but it was decided
ensure a smooth running
another heart attack.

say | have everything
and that nothing will
staff this year consists
Karen, lain, Neil 1,
Dave 2, Keith, Andy
courtesy of the
the course is QMSI
PT staff. We normally
amount of admin.
to increase this year to
event in case | had

During the run up to it, : ' ) - things went as usual
totally skew-whiff or SNAFU asisapplied in military circles. The Hotel seats 150 for Dinner — fine, we usually have
that amount for the Saturday night dinner, no problemo! Cdo Brigade is out in Afghanistan so we won't have as
many participants as we normally do — fine, we can field a small event in this time of trouble everyone will
understand! This is where SNAFU set in and gave me one amighty kick up the jacksy just to make me remember
McGuffys laws that if something can go wrong it will. At time of writing this there are 300 for dinner and 411
participants and still 10 daysto go and | am still waiting on 2 teams to inform me of their numbers. Being the natural
coward that | am | have informed neither the Local Police nor the Hotel of thisin the hope that Kate Adie will start
another war someplace and numbers will diminish before the day but as sure as God made little apples because |
need it I’'m not going to get it !

The Whisky run this year as well took off with me doing the first pickup in Campbelltown and the last up in the far
north of Scotland with all points in between and entails something like 40 hours driving and 1200 miles being
covered in the process, so when the hangovers fade into distant memory just remember what was done to get you
them in the first place



List of Sponsorsfor 2009 Commando Speed
March

J&A Mitchell & Co Ltd Springbank Distillery
Oban Distillery
Auchentoshan Distillery
Chivas Brothers
Whyte & Mackay Glasgow
Blair Athall Distillery
Knockdhu Distillery
Aultmore Distillery
Craigellachie Distillery
Glen Grant Distillery
Macallan Distillery
Glenfiddich Distillery
Tomintoul Distillery
Tomatin Distillery
Royal Brackla Distillery
Glen Ord Distillery
Balblair Distillery
Glenmorangie Distillery
| nvergordon Grain Distillery
Glenturret Distillery
Glencadam Distillery
Glenkinchie Distillery
Dalwhinnie Distillery
Alcan Fort William



List of Unitsa

pplying this year

13AARLC

501Sgn BN

40Cdo

Police (Ish)

225 Med Rgt

2 Para

3 Para

7RHA

4 Para

RAF Kinloss

125 RE

CDO Loggies

NavyCommand

29 Cdo

RM Poole

ATC Pirbright

68 Sigs

2CS REME

BUOTC

E. UOTC

Brist UOTC

Man UOTC

62 Cav Sqn (Ir)

Dundee ART

36 Engineers

7RHA Wkshp

CTC

2 R Anglians

R Rgt of Scotland

2AAC

RMR Inverness

FPGRM

Cadets

Catterick




2"! Battalion The Royal Gurkha Rifles
Sir John Moore Barracks, Shorncliffe, FOLKESTONE,
Kent, CT20 3HG

Telephone 01303 225776 Military 94281 2776
ARMY Fax 01303 222554  Fax 94281 2554

Reference: 16-
6G3/Cdo/09

See Distribution Date: 12 Mar 09

SPEANBRIDGE MARCH 7 MAR 2009 — RESULTS

1. The Speanbridge Commando March took place at Speanbrige, Scotland on Saturday 7 March
2009. The race was organised by Mr Graeme Taylor (ABMP) and supervised by WO2 (QMSI) Allen
APTC.

2. All competitors that took part are to be congratulated on their performance on what always proves
to be a testing route, in particular the individual winner SSgt Sheppard (Cdo Log Regt) who ran the race in
a time of 48 minutes 47 seconds.

3. Results for the race can be found in the accompanying Annexes.
4, All queries are to be directed to the undersigned.
[Original Signed]

K Allen
WO2 (QMSI)
Clerk of the Course

Annexes:

A. Prize Winners.

B. Individual Positions and Timings.
C. Team Positions.

Distribution:

ABMP (Graeme Taylor)

HQ 1 (UK) Armd Div (Please distribute to all 4 Div APTCI’s)*
HQ 2 Div (Please distribute to all 4 Div APTCI's)*

HQ 4 Div (Please distribute to all 4 Div APTCI's)*

HQ 5 Div (Please distribute to all 4 Div APTCI's)*

NI Trg Grp (Please distribute to all 4 Div APTCI's)*

HQ London District (Please distribute to all 4 Div APTCI's)*
RMAS (for SO2 G7 PD)*

AFC Harrogate (for SO2 G7 PD)*

BATUS (for SO2 G7 PD)*

Copy to:

HQ APTC (HQ AG for P and TC, PAT Branch for SMAA)*
HQ LAND (for SO2 G7 PD)*

co*

2IC*

OC Rear Party*

OC CSS Coy
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PRIZE WINNERS
Prize Winner Time Unit
Individual Winner, “Adrian Freer Shield SSgt Sheppard 48'47 Cdo Log
Regiment
Individual Runner Up, “Hamish McGregor Shield” Lt Montgomery 49’58 CTCRM
Over 40 Winner, “Dave Burnett Shield” Mr lan Anderson 53:35 AMBP
1°" AMBP Member “lan Winthrop Shield” Mr lan Anderson 53:35 | AMBP
1% Female, “Sir Donald Cameron of Locheil Shield” | OCdt Bradford 109'05 | Bristol UOTC
1°" Team, “Joe Starling Shield” 24.6 7 Para RHA
2"° Team “Tony Stormer Shield” 28.6 2 Para
Cadet Team “ Lt Col Conrad Thorpe RM Shield” N/A Catterick ACF
1°" Foreign Team “ Gerry McMahon Shield” N/A 62 Cavalry
Special Commendation. Association of Britain Klause & Clause N/A Danish Army
1°" Youngest Regular, “Tait Trophy” Mne Hewetson 110’32 | FRGRM
Quickest UOTC Competitor OCdt Stees-popham | 53'34 Bristol UOTC
1°" Oldest Serving Member, “ Paterson Trophy” Lt Col Corbidge 55’36 Navy Cmd HQ







INDIVIDUAL POSITIONS AND TIMINGS
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Competitors with No Disc Number Recorded
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Annex C to
16-6G3/Cdo/09
Dated 12 Mar 09
TEAM POSITIONS
Position Team Points
1 7 Para RHA (A Team) 24.6
2 2 Para 28.6
3 Bristol UOTC 36.2
4 Cdo Log Regt 38.8
5 MSUOTC 42
6 7 Para RHA (B Team) 44.6
7 Scots Coy 11TB (A Team) 50
8 RM Poole 51
9 29 Cdo Regt RA 52.8
10 13 Air Assault, Sp Regt RLC 60.2
11 4 Para 66.8
12 RMR Scotland 73.2
13 2 R Anglian 80.2
14 120 Sgn RAF 98.2
15 2 CS Bn REME 1114
16 FPGRM (B Team) 120.8
17 225 Med Regt 125.8
18 Scots Coy 11TB (B Team) 131.2
19 Navy Command HQ 140.6
20 2 Regt AAC 142
21 FPGRM (A Team) 145.8
22 Birmingham UOTC 156.2
23 36 Engr Regt 164.8
24 CTCRM 176.6
25 68 SSG Sgn 196.6
26 Thames Valley Police 201.2
27 62 Cavalry Sgn 223
28 501 Sgn RAF 243.2




The Race

The race this year was held in the most inclemezdtier we

have experienced on the day. On the two day ruto ulpthere

was snow, rain, sunshine even blizzard conditidrana point

on the east coast although it did get better asvdst coast was
approached. There were numerous phone calls dthingvo

day run up to the event and weather reports weteds

Friday saw the troops rolling in to Roy Bridge, F¥illiam

and all points in between and as per usual thewsrbars in

the area did a roaring trade with the squaddiespbam

various liquid delights as is their wont. The Pelicad been

warned about the numbers this year and it wasinusossible

to pin down where everyone was staying as it inedlhotels,

guest houses, bed & breakfasts, hostels etc. év@elhine young lad actually slept on a couch in@market hotel
because he had a memory lapse and had forgotteadmsnumber. The excellent thing about this el®tiat it not
only raises money for the benevolent funds it giteslocal economy a healthy kick-start at thisetiofi year.

Saturday dawned or more correctly washed in withiaes amounts of water descending from the heawdrish

would ensure that no one would suffer from heakstre drown maybe! — But heat exhaustion was definia no
no! The organisation was excellent this year dubl&gor Burnett
providing a recruiting caravan and tannoy systerViSQ Kev
Allen as usual produced two Gurkha PTI's to camy the weigh
ins. Incidentally this might interest yourkha, also spelled as
Gorkha, are people from Nepal and northern India tetke their
name from the eighth century Hindu warrior-saint riGu
Gorakhnath” definitely not chappies to trifle withhis just left us
to man the water stops, provide safety vehiclesaarahge the hot
drinks at the end since the security staff hachhge since 0500
sweeping the route and laying everything out.

The wrinklies and tiddlers fun race started at 1080 Catterick
cadet force led by Lt. Jonathon Holmes, John Caliand his pal Bernie, they were accompanied bydhents of
Jonathon Wigley, he was killed in Afghan on Herriekn a friendly fire incident while serving withuli coy 45
Cdo and were doing the course in remembrance of thiey were accompanied by a minder from the Marianad
later Joe Preece joined them. There was also anenarfio had lost his foot in Afghanistan doing tha fun and
once again | failed to get the lads name as henast and did it
with no fuss and | found out later about it. Thatthe spirit
which 99% of British troops display nowadays thagtjget on
and do the job. As said previously it rained busKkaey the time
the troops got to the monument they had startedimoout thank
goodness, if you can just imagine 300+ soldietmdjla normal
two lane road for 3/4s of a mile lead by safetlieke and police
car both with blue and amber lights flashing andrewhen the
oncoming traffic had been stopped and warned byragcstaff
they still kept coming down at excess speed anéhae throw
on the anchors when they met what must have lodied
Genghis Khans horde of Mongols belting uphill toetnthem. |
am most surprised that none of the vehicles hadntetxs over
their bonnets and roofs as squaddies once stailigdstnot stop.

Once over the top at the monument the main ractedtto overtake the wrinklies and tiddlers (ap@sgo senior
officers who had joined this group rather than dtabout doing nothing) The race leader at this tpaims SSgt
Sheppard who was going like the proverbial tramhiad taken the lead coming up to the monumentaltaithis
position until he broke the tape at the finish lisme weeks previous George McCourt a previousevitad
given me the nod about this lad and | am now extigrsorry | had not laid bets and run a book onahizome but
that would have been most unprofessional even forl nOn the stretch between the monument and thal eee



passed Csgt Billy Rodgers from FPGRM escortingraddbloke around the course, as this intrigued msked Billy
for the chaps background and this is what Billyliezp ;

Graeme

The blind guy is Scott Cunningham he is doing aithavest highland way walk to raise money for guidogs for
the blind, he has no real affiliation to the cobps has a few mutual friends so | suppose that'srevslive come in.
He approached us to ask if we could give him ampett which our Colonel said yes to so the ladsnfiFPGRM
are going to be walking round the walk with him.

The girl Shona who was with him is just a frienchif who drives him around.

The main reason for him coming up to do the speartimwas to get some good publicity photos withineer at the
commando memorial. If you have a look on the withveww.legendstrek.co.ukou will see more of what it is all
about.

Once again a brilliant effort from an individualdk@d up by the unselfish Fleet Protection GroupdR®arines

At the canal waterstop | threw the video camera afuthe vehicle to Chris & Karen who were makinda#
imitation of 2 drookit female rats Chris immedigtelet the video facing the wrong way round whicsuteed in
some fair old anglo saxon language emitting from vefticle asking her politely to point the cameratia other
direction. My safety vehicle at this point passke Police escort and headed for the finish linera/@MVSI Allen
was waiting to time everyone in , Andy the chef lsatiup in the Achnacarry hall to provide hot dsirdnd due to
the generous nature of our sponsors there was free
whisky in abundance as well in the hall for the 800
competitors.



Some of the 2009
Contestants

After all this it was back to the Roy Bridge hotet hot soup via the Commando memorial where a&ldbntestants
posed for their own personal photoshots and totlpaily respects. The Hotel very quickly filled updaour hats are
taken off to Mark and Becky for producing such fswip as well as filling the lads up with more cemional bar
produce at approx 1530 | retired for a couple afreaest while QMSI Allen pored over the figuresegiablish the
team results.

Saturday night we held the annual dinner inAlexandra hotel Fort William . The prelude to thias fantastic.
The sample menu was received at Christmas whidhdacthe wording “150 maximum” In January | telepbad
Val Maclver the conference manager to agree theuraewhich point she asked for numbers, at that itnwas 200
so | did a quick exit stage left leaving Val spdesh on the other end. Phew! Got away with it loftrfight later
after another phonecall, | sprung the magic figeB@ on Val leaving her tearing her hair out. Theskvbefore the
March another phonecall resulted in Val trying tiasgle me through the phonelines when the figh&t8pped off
my tongue, believe it or not on paper at this tifmere were 306 for the dinner and 411 runners hbdhis year ,
thankfully as per usual changes happened rightntipthe start line units were down on numberstaimiere up on
numbers, units cancelled at the last minute sovleaactually ended up with about 325 entrants @®ifar dinner
which ensured for a lively evening. After | hadgi my usual squaddies welcome which as | am neloagient as
either Dave or Stuart contained various words ‘igteut up” and grunts in dulcet tones which squasidiederstand
Major Dave Burnett gave a small speech followed.byCol. Stuart Patterson and then we ate an exaetheal,
once again | take my hat off to the staff in thex@ndra for coping with such a trying weekend. Aftee Prize
giving and the auctionat the end of the meal (&350 was raised selling the surplus whisky) westa and had a
few drinks with old friends Murray Renolds, PargtRnd Steve Davis, CS Loggies among others andréteed
to the Roybridge for nightcaps. My system by thiset was running down due to whisky combating adieea
burnout which | always suffer at this event so dsvearly doors(bed) for me about midnight.

Sunday happens as it usually does and the fir&tigmowas “ White Van in Ditch” outside Roybridge sviaone of
ours? Glad to say after investigation it was nbhén it was Pay Parade for the chef and the villedls and a quick



tour of the district to ensure everything was tahd clean which | am glad to say it was. A quigitvto the local
Police to ensure that Britain’s finest were notlatiguishing in the cells and that was that ! Etleng ticketyboo so
back to the Roybridge for a restful day before gfefor home on the Monday.

AND SO ENDS COMMANDO SPEED MARCH 2009

Sponsors












SSGT Shepherd
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